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Annual  Report 

OF 

THE  MEDICAL*  OFFICER  OF  HEALlTH, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1898. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  New  Windsor. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  you  my  Seventeenth 
Annual  Report  of  tbe  health  of  the  Borough. 

The  Population  of  the  Borough  of  Windsor  at  Population. 
Midsummer,  1898,  estimated  in  accordance  with  the 
recognized  rule,  was  12,715,  but,  judging  from  the  in¬ 
crease  in  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  and  from  other 
considerations,  it  may  be  supposed  that  the  actual  num¬ 
ber  of  inhabitants  was  considerably  greater  than  the 
assumed  estimate. 

The  number  of  Births  registered  during  the  year  Births, 
was  303,  (156  males  and  147  females),  being  2  7  in 
excess  of  the  mean  annual  number  during  the  preceding 
ten  years. 

The  Birth-rate ,  per  1,000  persons  living,  was  23 '8,  Birth-rate, 
against  29'4  in  England  and  Wales. 

The  number  of  Deaths ,  corrected  in  respect  of  Deaths, 
those  which  took  place  in  the  Union  Workhouse  and  in 
the  Royal  Infirmary,  was  206,  that  being  14*3  in  excess 
of  the  mean  number  for  the  preceding  ten  years. 
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Mortality  at 
several  Ages. 
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Infants. 


Death  from 
Zymotic 
Diseases. 


Diarrhoea. 


Prevalence  of 


The  actual  Death-rate  was  16'2  per  1,000  persons 
living.  But  this  figure  needs  correction  in  consideration 
of  the  local  abnormality  of  age  distribution,  and  the 
death-rate  in  Windsor,  as  adjusted  to  a  “standard  popu¬ 
lation,”  would  appear  to  be  18  4,  which  may  then  be 
compared  with  the  general  death-rate  of  England  and 
Wales,  which  was  176. 

Table  II.,  which  gives  the  rates  of  mortality 
during  the  several  periods  of  Infancy ,  Youth ,  Maturity , 
and  Old  Age ,  shows  that  the  unfavourable  record  for  the 
year  was  due  to  the  excessive  mortality  among  young 
children ;  and  this,  again,  as  may  be  learned  from 
Table  III.,  was  caused  by  the  occurrence  of  very  severe 
epidemics  of  measles  and  diarrhoea. 

Of  Infants,  under  12  months  old,  there  died  53, 
that  being  20  more  than  the  mean  number,  for  ten  years, 
and  at  the  rate  of  175  per  1,000  births. 

The  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  caused  45 
deaths,  the  mean  annual  number  during  the  preceding 
ten  years  having  been  no  more  than  17.  The  comparison 
of  the  local  death-rate,  in  this  category,  with  that  for 
England  and  Wales  is  vitiated  by  a  fallacy,  owing  to  the 
inconvenient  classification  adopted  by  the  Registrar 
General.  For  while  “diarrhoea”  is  included  by  him 
among  the  “zymotic”  diseases,  deaths  attributed  to 
“gastro-enteritis,”  by  which  term,  as  generally  used,  the 
very  same  disease  is  denoted,  are  relegated  to  a  different 
class. 

Of  the  forty-five  deaths,  24  were  due  to  diarrhoea, 
(including  “  enteritis  ”)  ;  13  to  measles,  7  to  whooping 
cough,  and  1  to  scarlet  fever. 

The  mortality  from  diarrhoea  was  excessive,  being 
much  greater  than  that  of  any  previous  year  of  which  I 
have  a  record.  The  severity  of  the  epidemic,  which 
prevailed  from  the  second  week  of  August  until  the  end 
of  September,  is  partly  accounted  for  by  the  exceptional 
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character  of  the  weather  daring  the  latter  part  of  the 
summer,  but  it  is  necessary  to  observe  that  the  fatality 
of  the  disease  in  Windsor  has  shown  a  tendency  to  in¬ 
crease.  Thus,  in  the  three  last  quinquennial  periods  the 
total  numbers  of  deaths  from  diarrhoea  were,  successively, 

24,  37  and  60.  The  conditions  which  have  conduced  ^0It8cause' 
this  result  deserve  your  careful  consideration;  and 
recent  investigations  have  enabled  an  explanation,  more 
accurate  than  any  which  was  previously  available,  to  be 
given  of  the  nature  of  the  infection  to  which  the  malady 
is  due,  and  of  its  manner  of  diffusion.  The  disease 
variously  called  “summer  diarrhoea,”  or  “gastroen¬ 
teritis,”  is  probably  caused  by  a  microbe,  or  “germ,” 
which  has  its  habitat,  or,  at  least,  can  long  survive  and 
multiply  in  unclean  soil.  Then,  after  a  period  of  hot 
dry  weather,  spores  are  formed,  and,  being  blown  about 
with  the  dust,  may  infect  stores  of  milk  or  other  food,  in 
which  a  rapid  development  would  take  place.  And, 
again,  it  is  probable  that  colonies  of  the  microbe  often 
find  a  nest  in  the  recesses  of  that  dangerous  utensil,  the 
ordinary  baby’s  feeding  bottle.  More  careful  scavenging  And  Prevention, 
and  more  scrupulous  domestic  cleanliness,  together  with 
a  stricter  supervision  of  dairy  farms  and  of  the  milk  as 
sold  in  the  shops,  are  the  means  at  our  command  for 
combating  this  infection.  The  confined  back  yards  of 
town  cottages  should  be  paved  with  some  impervious 
material,  and  I  would  suggest  that  the  cleansing  and 
scavenging  of  courts  and  passages  should  be  undertaken 
by  the  Sanitary  Authority  (under  P.H.A.A.A.  §  27), 
and  the  provision  of  closed  metal  dust  bins  should  be 
generally  enforced. 

Measles  was  fatally  prevalent  during  June  and  Measies. 

July.  The  arrangement  for  the  voluntary  notification  of 
this  disease  had  been  terminated  shortly  before  the 
beginning  of  the  epidemic,  and  all  I  had  it  in  my  power 
to  do  was  to  recommend  the  temporary  closing  of  one  of 
the  Infant  Schools. 
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Phthisis. 
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Nine  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  and  one 
death  resulted,  which  was  the  first  attributed  to  that 
disease  for  five  years. 

Of  Enteric  Fever  two  cases  were  notified,  and  of 
Diphtheria  five  cases,  but  no  death. 

The  mortality  from  Phthisis  shows  a  downward 
tendency,  which  is  very  satisfactory.  During  the  four 
successive  quinquinnial  periods  the  mean  annual  number 
of  deaths  attributed  to  this  cause  have  been  29'2  ;  23  ; 
20  and  17*6. 

The  ordinary  sanitary  work  done  during  the  year 
is  recorded  in  detail  in  the  Report  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

In  no  case  were  Legal  Proceedings  taken.  Eight 
houses  were  reported,  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act,  as  being  unfit  for  habitation.  Of  these  four 
were  closed  and  four  improved.  In  the  cases  of  thirteen 
other  houses  the  existence  of  nuisances  such  as  to  render 
them  unfit  for  habitation  was  reported.  In  these  also, 
with  the  exception  of  one  recently  dealt  with,  satisfac¬ 
tory  improvements  have  been  effected. 

Two  samples  of  well  water  were  submitted  to  me. 
In  both  cases  the  water  was  found  to  be  impure  and  the 
wells  were  condemned. 

Fifty-three  new  houses  were  built;  but  the  want  of 
cheap  but  wholesome  tenements  for  the  poorest  class  still 
remains  unsatisfied. 

An  establishment  of  public  baths  would  be  a  great 
boon  to  the  working  classes. 

The  provision  of  a  public  “ abattoir' ’  in  substitu¬ 
tion  for  the  private  slaughter-houses  would  be  a  sanitary 
reform  of  the  greatest  value. 

The  usual  tables  are  appended. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

24,  Park  Street,  Windsor,  EDW  CASEY 

Feb.  22nd,  1899. 
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TABLE  I. 

Showing  the  Number  and  Rates  of  Births  and  of  Deaths  from  all 
causes  and  from  several  causes,  in  the  year  1898,  and  during  the 
preceding  ten  years. 


Windsor. 

England 
&  Wales. 

Year 

Mean 

Year 

1898. 

1888-97. 

1898. 

Estimated  Population  . 

12,715 

Births  (m.  156,  f.  147)  . 

303 

300-3 

Rate  per  1000  living  . . . . 

23-8 

29-4 

Deaths,  corrected  number . 

206 

191-3 

Rate  per  1000  living  . . 

162 

17-6 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year . 

53 

32-9 

Rate  per  1000  births  . 

175 

161 

Deaths  from  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases 

45 

17 

Rate  per  1000  living  . 

35 

2-2 

Deaths  from  Phthisis  . 

17 

18-8 

Rate  per  1000  living  . 

13 

Deaths  from  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia, &c. 

25 

32-5 

Rate  per  1000  living  . 

2-0 

Deaths  from  Heart  Diseases  . 

14 

16-7 

Rate  per  1000  living  . 

l-l 

Mean  Age  at  Death . 

33y.  9m. 

407 

TABLE  II. 


Showing  the  Number  of  Deaths  and  the  Rates  of  Mortality  at 

several  Life-periods. 


1898. 

Mean 

1888-97. 

AGES. 

Number 

Living. 

(Est.) 

Deaths 

Number. 

Death 

Rate. 

Deaths 

Number. 

0 — 5  Years . 

1160 

82 

70-7 

51-4 

5 — 25  Years  . 

5260 

12 

2-3 

17-4 

25 — 65  Years . 

5640 

66 

11  7 

62- 

65  Years  and  upwards... 

655 

46 

70-2 

56-7 
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TABLE  III. 

Showing  the  Number  of  Cases  notified  and  of  Deaths  from  certain 
Zymotic  Diseases  in  the  year  1898,  and  during  the  preceding 
ten  years. 


1898. 

1888-97. 

Cases 

Notified. 

Deaths. 

Deaths. 

Small-pox  . 

0 

0 

2 

Diphtheria  . 

5 

0 

15 

Croup  (Membranous)  . 

0 

0 

12 

Measles  . 

— 

13 

19 

Whooping  Cough . 

— 

7 

39 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

9 

1 

4 

Enteric  Fever . 

2 

0 

13 

Diarrhoea . 

— 

24 

76 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

0 

0 

3 

Erysipelas . 

8 

1 

9 

Influenza . 

■ 

4 

40 

TABLE  IV. 

Showing  the  Number  of  Deaths  during  each  Month  of  the  year  1895 
and  of  the  preceding  ten  years. 


Year  1898. 

Mean 

1S88-97. 

January  . 

19 

21 

February  . 

17 

17  1 

March . 

8 

2P2 

April  . 

15 

15'9 

May . 

18 

126 

June . 

22 

13-8 

July . 

19 

141 

August . 

17 

14*3 

September . 

24 

126 

October  . 

16 

144 

November . 

15 

11  6 

December . 

14 

18-5 

o 

-+=> 

bo 

3 

•  rH 

'Tj 

3 

O 

o 

o 

Co 

'Tj 

CD 

CJ=I 

-*  rH 

oa 

02 

<© 


-1-3 

o 

•  rH 

P 

-t-3 

02 


£ 

C3 

rQ 

S3 

P> 


o 

02 

f-H 

+=> 

ri 

© 


be 

rH  • 

9  CD 

©  be 

3  Hh 
be  o 


02 

n 

c3 

CD 


02 

© 


o  '42 

cc  f£ 
<"0  ^ 

.3  S 

©  Tj 
2  § 

•  S  cc 
© 

oo  if 

Ci 

oo 

l“l  of 
© 

rH  OQ 

Cv  3 
©  © 

KS 

©  P 

r£ 


tJO 

d 

-•  r-i 

fH 

C3 

©3 

CO 

tt 

H 

<1 

Q 


•P 

O 

P 

P 

PQ 

< 

Eh 


"3 

**» 

^2  <£> 
g> 
I  fH 

O  H 
_  0 

©  d 

.9  3 

3=  S3 
-2  2 
M  ^ 

3  i3 
2^ 


rH 

c3 

H-3 

Pi 

O 


"IVXOJ, 

e^rH  aoao  j  fn  j  «5  coo 

H^CD  N  CO  ^rH  GO  03 

rH 

*S0S138SI(J 

aoq^o  nv 

^  CO  CO  ry-s  CO  CO 

H  CO  ^  ^  ^  (M  CD 

•sounCaj 

1  (M  3  j  3  cq  3  Tp  3  00 

"Rzusnpuj 

•  co  |  >— i  3  :  3  :  : 

•9S'R0SI(J 

pn?8jx 

rH  *  C^J  •  rH  •  rH  rH 

Xsijna^d 
:  'Braoum0u(£ 
siqqouoj$x 

O0  rH  •  rH  3  CO  Oq 

•sisiq^qj 

•  GO  cq  Tj(  ;  , — 1  3  co  eq 

•joAoq; 

oi^mnoqd 

•  rH  *  rH  •  •  •  C^J  •  ^ 

•^tios^d 

7$  T!80qjJ'EI(J 

12 

1 

10 

1 

23 

1 

•qSnoQ 

guidooqw 

(N  •  lO  •  •  •  •  •  i>  • 

*S8];si39q\[ 

10 

3 

13 

t3 

GA 

CP 

GO 

3  . 

C3  CO 
o  <P 
_  bij 

3  "© 

2.3 

-f— i  o 

-9  3 


•siqsdisljg; 


•pioqd^i 

jo  oijo^ng; 


•i3iJ8qxqdt(j 


euipqi'EOg 


•XOd-jJBUIg 


ID 

xri 

VO  GQ 

„  h3 

VO  cc 

*D  GC 

-  'Q 

ID  cc 

.  ^ 

•  rH 

3 

XD 

QQ 

t3 

ID 

GO 

H 

© 

P  > 

CP  ^ 

«. 

P 

<P  > 

©  * 

©  ^ 

© 

P5 

c3 

-H> 

H 

© 

z 

H 

© 

tD 

3© 

Ti  33 

■05  Ph 

•05  34 

TS  Ph 

Ti 

S3- 

h© 

Ph 

a 

2 

S3  3 

31  3 3 

3  3 

3  3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

P 

ID 

P  ID 

P  ID 

P  ID 

P  ID 

© 

rQ 

P 

ID 

P 

Ub 

02 

Ph 


Hi 

H 

© 

o 

H 


GO 

w 

a 

H 

£ 


•spji3JA.dn 
pn-B  S9 

27 

15 

0 

3 

45 

•09  jepan 
puq?  sg 

29 

20 

3 

8 

60 

'9S  JQpun 
pire  ox 

HI  rH  rH  cq  00 

9X  JQpan 
pu^  9 

ih  cq  oq  oq  i> 

•g  J9pnn 
piiB  x 

15 

11 

1 

3 

30 

•Ji38^  x  J9pn£L 

32 

17 

3 

1 

53 

'ssSy  i\u  xy 

108 

66 

10 

19 

203 

adopted  for  the  purposes 
of  these  Statistics,  pub¬ 
lic  institutions  being 
shown  as  separate  lo¬ 
calities. 

Windsor  Parish  . 

(excluding  Barracks 
and  Infirmary) 

Clewer  Parish  . 

(excluding  Barracks) 

Barracks  . 

(Horse  and  Boot) 

Boyal  Infirmary  . 

Totals  . 

c3 

H-=> 

H 

o 


<Hh 

o 

GO 

H 

o 

o 

© 

H 

© 

O 

rQ 

c3 

© 

3d 

H-=> 


be 

33 

•  rH 

bo 

©5 

3 


+=> 

33 

35 

o 

© 

© 

o3 


•  •  • 

16 

1 

12 

|  05  i  ^ 

j  rH  •  CO 

•  •  •  • 

•  CO  •  rH 

•  rH  rH 

•  oq  •  co 

:  ;  •  iH 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  . 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  *  •  • 

*  •  •  * 

*  •  *  • 

O 

-H 

O 

cc 

H 

® 

> 

oS 

r3 

02 

H 

© 

rQ 

3 

a 

©S 

© 

3d 


p3> 

33 

GO 

© 

33 


CO 


CJ 


CD 


03 


CD 


CO 


©  bD 

^  a 

cc  O 

^  ° 
O 


c3 


be 

a 

rH 

be 

31 

O 


r33 

H-=> 


be 

S3  -+=> 

•rH  ©  — 

H  >rH  O 

2h£3hO 

©  .2 

m 

r3  Q 

■^33 

-H 


c3 

© 


2  o 
S3  -H> 
o  © 

CC  Hi 

H  © 

2  33 

S3h-h 


O 

£  3 

c3 

•9.3 

{-!  H 
H  -H 
33  55 
©  ' 

© 

O 


bo  bo 
S3  S3 


P 


GO 

H-=> 
C3 
<P  ' 

P 


© 

33 

-H> 


be 

31 

o 

r© 

rQ 

-H> 

o 

33 

aS 

O  <D 
co  H 
H  © 
Q  33 
(31|-H> 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES 

For  the  Year  ending  Dec.  31st,  1898. 


To  the  New  Windsor  Urban  District  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  on  the  Sanitary 
Work  of  your  Inspector  during  the  year  1898. 

A  house  to  house  inspection  has  been  made  of  the 


following  localities  : — 

Times 

Inspected. 


Acre  Passage .  3 

Alexandra  Road  .  1 

Alma  Cottages  .  3 

Alma  Road  .  1 

Bridgewater  Terrace  ...  2 

Boundry  Terrace  .  2 

Bolton  Road  .  1 

Charles  Street  .  2 

Charles  Street  Cottages  2 

Charles  Place  . 2 

Clarence  Clump  .  4 

Cambridge  Terrace  .  2 

Dagmar  Road  . 2 

Distil  House  Row .  5 

Edward  Square .  4 

Frogmore  Cottages  .  1 

Florence  Villas .  1 

Frances  Road  .  1 

Grove  Road  .  1 

Garden  Court  .  4 

Garfield  Place  .  1 

Goswell  Place  .  3 

Greenland  Villas  .  3 

Great  Western  Place  ...  4 

Helena  Road .  2 

Helena  Terrace .  2 

High  Street  .  1 

James  Street .  2 


Times 

Inspected. 

Jubilee  Place .  2 

Jubilee  Cottages  .  2 

Keppell  Street  .  2 

Keppell  Row .  4 

King’s  Terrace  .  2 

Lime  Grove  .  1 

King’s  Road  .  1 

Leworth  Place  . 2 

Love  Lane .  2 

Market  Street  .  2 

Melbourne  Place  .  1 

Melrose  Avenue  .  1 

Oak  Cattages  .  1 

Park  Street  .  1 

Piince  Consort  Cottages  3 

Prospect  Place  .  2 

River  Street  .  3 

Red  Lion  Row  .  3 

South  Place  . 5 

St.  Leonard’s  Avenue  ...  1 

St.  Mark’s  Place  .  1 

Tolliday  Place  .  2 

Victoria  Cottages .  4 

Wellington  Square .  6 

Waterloo  Square  .  5 

Rounds  Court  .  1 

Haines  Court .  1 
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House-to-house  inspection  as  to  the  following  number 
premises 

j.  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Special  visitations  on  complaints  ... 

Re-inspections  . 

House  drains  unstopped  . 

Hew  House  drains  provided 

Drains  Ventilated . 


55 

55 

55 

55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 

55 

55 

55 


55 

55 

55 

55 


repaired 

re-constructed  ... 
tested  ...  ...  ... 

inlets  to,  provided  with  traps 
Bell  traps  abolished 
Soil  pipes  provided... 

,,  repaired  ... 

Water  Closets  unstopped  .. 

removed 

flushing  apparatus  provided 
cleansed 

new  basin  and  trap  provided 
Sinks  disconnected  from  drains 
Baths  „ 

Lavatories  ,, 

Rain  water  pipes 
Wells  closed  pumps  abolished 

Houses,  provided  with  a  supply  of  water  from  water 
damp  houses  improved 
made  habitable 
new  floors  provided 
yard  pavings  amended 
rain  water  pipes  and  gutters  amended  ... 
roofs  repaired 
generally  repaired  ... 

walls  and  ceilings  papered  and  whitened 
reported  unfit  for  habitation 
closed  until  put  in  habitable  repair 
repaired  and  made  habitable 
Overcrowdings  in  rooms  abated 
Cow  Sheds  and  premises  improved 


55 


55 


55 


55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 


mams 


of 

...  1466 
...  113 

. . .  323 

...  47 

...  23 

9 

...  57 

...  15 

...  18 
...  31 


5 

31 

1 

65 

29 

12 

2 

0 

3 

12 

3 

15 
25 
13 

16 
27 
42 
83 

132 

71 

13 

8 

16 

11 
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Keeping  pigs  abolished 

Urinals  abolished 

„  new  provided 

,,  improved 

Fonl  ditches  cleansed 

Houses  provided  with  water  closets 

Mews  redrained  and  paved... 

Hew  dung  mixens  provided 

Wash-houses  provided 

Unsound  food  destroyed,  shrimps... 

Smoke  nuisances  abated 

Accumulations  of  manure  removed 

Infected  bedding  destroyed... 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  dealt  with 

Rooms  disinfected  ... 

Bedding,  &c.,  disinfected 

The  public  and  private  Schools  inspected 

Dairies,  cow  sheds  inspected 

Milk  sellers  premises  inspected 

The  bake-houses  inspected... 

The  slaughter-houses  inspected 

The  common  lodging-houses  inspected 

Informations  and  Reports  to  the  Sanitary  Authority  as 
to  nuisances,  &c. 

Statutory  notices  served 

Letters  written  as  to  nuisances,  &c. 

Houses  and  drains  examined  and  the  Sanitary  Authori- 
tie’s  certificate  given  ... 

New  drains  and  sanitary  fittings  have  been  voluntarily  provided 
to  a  number  of  houses  by  their  owners. 

The  courts  and  squares  have  been  generally  inspected  each 
month. 

The  market  and  shops  have  been  kept  under  constant  super¬ 
vision. 

The  inspection  of  canal  boats  and  barges  under  the  Canal  Boats 
Act  has  received  attention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  W.  MELLOWS,  C.S.I.S.E., 

Inspector  of  Nuisances . 
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